-The case from which the specimen was taken was shown at the meeting held on April 26.1 The child died nine days afterwards, and a postscript was added to the published account of the case, to the effect that the tumour had proved to be a lymphosarcoma. A complete post-mortem examination was not allowed, but the following notes cover all that is of interest.
Chest.-The whole of the anterior mediastinum was occupied by a large mass of glands in which the trachea was embedded. The heart was lying posteriorly to this mass. In the neck, just above the sternum, was a small mass not directly connected with the whole. When this mass was opened by horizontal section it appeared to consist of enlarged white glands with haemorrhagic areas and a few degenerating yellow areas.
Abdomen.-Throughout the intestines the lymphoid tissue showed some enlargement. The mesenteric glands were moderately enlarged; one of these was hard and caseous on section. The spleen was enlarged and rather hard, with very well developed lymphoid deposits, suggestive of overgrowth of these elements.
No other organs showed any abnormality.
Histological Report on Section8 from the Tumour and from the Spleen.
Very degenerate in some areas. Principally consists of a small round-celled sarcoma, lymphosarcoma type. No sign of lymphadenomatous type of cells.
Spleen.-Congested, with well-marked aggregation of normal lymphocytes. The PRESIDENT said it would be remembered that the skiagram had suggested some kind of cyst, and at the meeting some speakers had said that an operation might be possible. He (the President) had recently had two similar cases of a mediastinal tumour pressing back the heart, and both were found at necropsy to have been inoperable. In the present case, the question of operation and that of the use of lipiodol had both been considered, but the growth had advanced so quickly that interference was impossible, and the child had died. It would be realized on seeing this specimen that anything in the way of an operation would have constituted a tragedy.
